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The article provides a detailed examination of the use of shortened words in different fields of application, taking into 

consideration the data of online English dictionaries. The study investigates this issue by the method of structural analysis and 
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Introduction. Modern research has proven that 

language and thinking are inevitably linked. This 

means that all social, cultural, economic, and other 

changes are reflected in the language. As a result 

of this process, the language is refreshed with a 

whole series of new words that help us imagine 

this or that aspect of reality. 

The English language is a crucial part of 

worldwide communication. It is a powerful tool in 

connecting cultures and people from different 

cultures. On the other hand, the more people use 

the language, the more complicated it becomes. It 

is the reason for linguists, translators, teachers, 

students, and even native speakers, to explore 

various aspects of the language. For a better 

understanding of the new English words, it is 

important to know the ways they are formed. 

The subject of the study is the freshly 

appeared words and their type of formation. The 

specific objectives of the present study are: 

1) to analyze the problems of word-formation 

in English; 

2) to summarize the materials based on the topic; 

3) to determine the most productive types of 

word-building in modern English; 

4) to identify the active use of shortened words 

in slang and formal English; 

5) to describe the impact of abbreviation and 

clipping on the language development. 

Main body. A word in English can be simple, 

made up of only one component, like dog, piano, 

finger; or it can be complex, containing more than 

one component, for example, copybook, fifth. The 

elements of a complex word can be free forms: 

elements that are independent in other contexts, like 

in raincoat, pancake, forget-me-not; or they can be 

bound forms: prefixes and suffixes that never appear 

independently, like the first and last components of 

irreplaceable or the –th of sixth [1, p.135]. 

There are thought to be ways of forming words 

in modern English that can be restored to create 

new words when the occasion requires it. In 

terminology it is called productivity - the ability to 

build new words using existing patterns. They are 

readily understood by everyone, who uses the 

language. The most important and the most 

productive ways of word-building are affixation, 

conversion, word-composition and abbreviation. 

Other ways of forming words are not able now to 

produce new words, so they are named non-

productive or unproductive [2, p.100]. 

Nevertheless, word-building processes involve 

not only qualitative but also quantitative changes. 

Thus, affixes and free stems are added to the 

underlying form, as well as compounding and 

derivation represent addition. There is one more 

type of word-building, that is still active in the 

English language. On the contrary, it may be 

represented as significant subtraction, in which 

part of the original word or word group is taken 

away. This phenomenon is called shortening. 

Shortening is divided into two groups: clipping 

and abbreviations (acronyms). 

The first one is to make a new word from a 

syllable (or two) of the original word. Here are some 

examples of spoken (informal) shortenings: moving 

picture became movie, gentleman – gent, 

circumstances – circs. As to a written (formal) forms, 

there are used the following ones: lib (instead of 

liberty), exhibish (instead of exhibition) [3]. 

Graphic abbreviations are the result of 

shortening of words and groups of words in 

written speech, while in oral speech the 

corresponding full forms are used. Lexical 
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abbreviations are pronounced and used in written 

speech as a contracted form. They are used to save 

space and effort in writing. They can make a 

significant contribution to a concise style, as well 

as help convey a sense of social identity. All these 

reasons for using abbreviated forms are closely 

related to the language of the Internet, where there 

is a great need for a language economy [1, p.145]. 

If the abbreviated written form retains 

alphabetical reading it is pronounced as a series of 

letters: BBC – the British Broadcasting 

Corporation, GI – Government Issue, DOD – 

Department of Defense, FBI – Federal Bureau of 

Investigation (cf. Russian ФБР), MP – Member of 

Parliament or Military Police. 

If the abbreviated writing is read like an ordinary 

English word and it sounds like an English word, it 

is called the acronym: UN - United Nations, NATO 

- North Atlantic Treaty Organization. The creation 

of new words from the initial letters of phrasal terms 

is explained by the requirement of a strong signal in 

minimum time [4, p.110]. 

 Acronyms are sometimes created to be 

especially suitable for the named thing (having a 

double meaning or borrowing the positive 

connotations of an existing word). That helps an 

organization or a brand to become well-known. In 

July 2010 DARPA made an announcement of their 

new programs named BATMAN and ROBIN for 

"Biochronicity and Temporal Mechanisms Arising 

in Nature" and "Robustness of Biologically-

Inspired Networks". It was a reference to the 

Batman and Robin comic-book superheroes. 

The use of acronyms in the daily communication 

of youth, online correspondence, and even on the 

pages of English-language mass media proves their 

popularization and entry into the language. Internet 

communication has led to the emergence of a large 

number of neologisms formed by abbreviation. In 

youth slang, infixation is common, but it is not 

typical for English as a whole. Also abbreviations 

and acronyms are used in formal style to express 

some widely known terms and names. 

Analyzing the newly coined words in the 

English, this research identifies and systematizes 

the main models of the formation of neologisms in 

modern English. There were selected new words 

from Your Dictionary [6], Urban Dictionary [7], 

The Online Slang Dictionary [8], Oxford living 

Dictionary [9]. Significant results were obtained 

after the analysis of the Cambridge Electronic 

Dictionary [10]. The electronic dictionary allows 

users to familiarize themselves with new words 

that can subsequently be included in the basic 

dictionary. Users can go to the site and vote to 

include a particular word in the dictionary.  

Comparing the data from the Cambridge and 

Urban dictionaries, taking into consideration 

different periods of time, the following results 

were achieved (fig.1). 
 

Figure 1.  

New words in the online dictionaries (2020) 

New 
word 

Meaning Word-formation type 

cli-fi books, movies etc. about bad events that occur because of climate 
change, such as wildfires and droughts 

shortening (clipping) 

smishing 
an attempt to trick someone into giving personal information by text 
message that would allow someone else to take money from them 

affixation 

xenobot 
a type of very small robot that can move independently, created 
from living cells shortening (blending) 

HIIPA 
abbreviation for high-intensity incidental physical activity: physical 
activity that is done as part of one’s normal daily life and not as part 
of an exercise or fitness programme 

shortening(abbreviation) 

covexit the process of easing the restrictions on public life imposed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic 

shortening (blending) 

coronnial someone who was born around the time of the COVID-19 pandemic affixation 
 

 

Taking into consideration the data from above, 

it is clear that in 2020 the most productive types of 

words are blending, affixation and compounding. 

Also it should be noted that most of this new 

words are connected with social issues, like the 

pandemic and quarantine. It means that these 

neologisms are relevant and reflect the life of the 

society in this very moment. 

To compare, there is data for the period of the 

2019 represented below (fig.2). 
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Figure 2.  

New words in the online dictionaries (2019) 

New word Meaning Word-formation type 

superager 
someone over the age of 65 whose memory and thinking skills are 

similar to those of someone in their 20s 
affixation 

EGOT 
the achievement of winning an Emmy (TV), a Grammy (music), an 

Oscar (film), and a Tony (theatre), the four major entertainment awards 
shortening(abbreviation) 

sadcom 

a type of sitcom (a funny television or radio show in which the 

same characters appear in each episode) that uses humour to deal 

with serious themes 

shortening(clipping) 

generation 

scroll 

a way of referring to the generation of people who watch TV, read 

news, etc. mostly on a computer or mobile phone 
compounding 

textavism 
the use of text messages to try to persuade people to act in a way 

that will achieve a particular result, usually a political or social one 
affixation 

waste bread bread that is made partly with crumbs from leftover bread compounding 
 

It is visible, that main trends in word-building 

in 2019 were compounding and affixation. The 

top-popular words from the figure 2 are also 

connected with social issues, but mainly they 

concern the technologies impact on society and 

the Internet slang.  

During the analysis of the lexical structure of 

modern English, it was revealed that some of the 

words we highlighted have already passed the stage 

of lexicalization and institutionalization, others are 

at the stage of movement from the periphery to the 

center, and still others may never be included in the 

active component of the language, which is due to 

the dynamic the development of the lexical 

structure of the English language. 

The most popular acronyms according to 

Google Trends platform are the ones below: 

 ROFL means Rolling on floor laughing. 

 LMK means Let me know. 

 ILY means I love you. 

 YOLO means You only live once. 

Stylistically colored shortened words may belong 

to any variety of colloquial style. They are especially 

numerous in various branches of slang: school slang, 

service slang, sport slang, newspaper slang, etc. 

A formal style is typically used in orations, 

scholarly books and articles, technical reports, 

research papers, and legal documents. The main 

rule in this style is to avoid shortened words and 

contractions in writing, unless the shortened form 

is well known, for example, Inc. Use shortened 

forms in informal writing and when space is tight, 

for example, dates and times for an event. 

There is a list of the shortenings that are 

familiar to everyone, therefore can be used in the 

formal style: 

 names of American states: AL – Alabama, 

FL – Florida, NB – Nebraska; 

 days of the Week: Mo – Monday, Tues – 

Tuesday, Fri – Friday; 

 months: M. – May, Mar. – March, Oct. – 

October, J. – July 

Conclusion. There are thought to be ways of 

forming words in modern English that can be 

restored to create new words when the occasion 

requires it. They are readily understood by 

everyone, who uses the language. The most 

important and the most productive ways of word-

building are affixation, conversion, word-

composition and abbreviation. Unproductive in 

the English language are back-formation, sound 

and stress interchange and onomatopoeia. 

In 2020 the most productive types of words are 

blending, affixation and compounding. Most of 

this new words are connected with social issues, 

like the pandemic and quarantine. It means that 

these neologisms are relevant and reflect the life 

of the society in this very moment. 

However, it was revealed that some of the 

words we highlighted have already passed the stage 

of lexicalization and institutionalization, others are 

at the stage of movement from the periphery to the 

center, and still others may never be included in the 

active component of the language, which is due to 

the dynamic the development of the lexical 

structure of the English language. 
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