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На основі архівних документів і матеріалів, періодичної преси схарактеризовано продовольчу політику нацистських 

окупантів в Україні в роки Другої світової війни. Досліджено, що нацистські окупаційні органи в економічній сфері 

мали регіональні особливості, залежно від зони окупації. Розкрита Їхня діяльність, яка спрямовувалася на планомірне й 

організоване вилучення сільськогосподарської продукції.  Висвітлені плани та методи німецьких загарбників 

перетворення українських територій на складові частини Німеччини. Проаналізовано нормативно-правові засади 

діяльності органів окупаційної влади  на Полтавщині. Показано специфіку використання «людського ресурсу». 

Ключові слова: Друга світова війна, нацистська окупація, продовольча політика, сільське господарство, 

нацистська пропаганда, Полтавщина. 

 

Formulation of the problem. In the 

geostrategic and military plans of Nazi Germany 

especially important role was given to the 

agricultural potential of Ukraine. It is at his 

expense that the Reich leadership first of all it was 

intended to solve one of the core problems – to 

create a raw material and food base, needed to 

providing as Germany and its occupied Europe, 

and the Wehrmacht during the war in the East.  

Much more attention, than the industry, fascist 

businessmen gave Ukrainian agriculture. That's 

where they could find their own «ability»! 

Already at the first occupation (until September 

1941) from the eastern front from soldiers and 

officers to different parts of Germany has arrived 

11 million 600 thousand food parcels with 

products, looted from Ukrainian peasants. 

Analysis of recent research and 

publications. One of the closed topics of Soviet 

historiography of the Second World War was the 

agrarian policy of the Germans in the occupied 

territories of the USSR and its practical 

implementation in Ukraine. The reason is clear: 

she was too similar on the agrarian policy of the 

Soviet power. An unwanted analogy could arise. 

Questions about consequences  «management» 

invaders on the Ukrainian territory during the 

Soviet-Germany War 1941 – 1945 remains one of 

the topical ones and under-researched in historical 

science. Soviet historians are guided in a 

predominant way, on official data, published in 

the early postwar years, tried to calculate material 

damage, caused to the national economy of 

Ukraine, often including calculations evacuation 

losses, re-evacuation, military action, etc.  I didn't 

miss this problem and modern Ukrainian 

historical science. In particular, some questions 

about demographic loss rural population and 

losses of the agricultural sector of the Ukrainian 

economy during the years of German occupation, 

they were reflected in the writings Perekhresta 

O.H., Kovalya M.V., Techmistro N., Reveguk 

V.Ya. and other. But, there is currently no 

comprehensive study a specific problem in the 

regional context, in particular, in the regions, that 

throughout the occupation period were under 

German military control.  

The purpose of the article is a study – based 

on historiographic publications, field materials, to 

reveal the consequences for the agrarian sector of 

the economy of Poltava region, which during 

1941 – 1943 was in the military zone of Ukraine.  

Relevance of research  there are many reasons, 

first of all study of the occupation regime in Ukraine 

from 1941 to 1943 by identifying features and the 

specifics of the activities of the German invaders in 

the administrative-territorial unit. This is an 

important step to overcome different and conflicting 

points of view about character occupation regime in 

a specific region of our country. 

The main results of the study.  June 22, 1941, 

on the eve of the harvest, Germany started a war 

against the Soviet Union. Ukrainian peasants were 

in a position, when further production by them 

became practically impossible (mobilization to the 

front of men, export of agricultural machinery, 

livestock), at the same time for this agricultural 

product henceforth the Soviet Union also 

calculated, and Germany. Soviet power, retreating 

from Ukraine, doing everything possible, to use 

agricultural products for the needs of the front, 

that was produced at the beginning of the war. 

German troops, making a rapid offensive on the 
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contrary, they tried to hurt it, and use the available 

bread resources for their needs.  

The attractiveness of Ukraine's agricultural 

potential for the Nazis was driven by several factors. 

In 1940 sizes are involved in the production of plant 

products land in all categories of farms amounted to 

31.336 thousand hectares. Gross harvest of cereals 

reached 26.42 million tons including wheat – 8.4 

million tons, sugar beets - 13 million tons, sunflower 

– 946 thousand tons of potatoes – 20.66 million tons, 

vegetables – 5.48 million tons. As a result, Ukraine 

provided 21% of wheat production in the USSR, one 

third of barley, more than 50% of corn, 74% of sugar. 

The resources of the Ukrainian livestock sector were 

significant. In all categories of farms on January 1, 

1941. 10.997 million heads of cattle, incl. 5.965 

million cows, 9.186 million pigs, 7.325 million sheep 

and goats, 4.674 million horses. In 1940 collective 

farms, state farms and other state farms and private 

auxiliary farms population produced meat and fat of 

all kinds (in slaughter weight) 1,127 million tons, 

milk – 7.114 million tons of wool – 13.5 thousand 

tons 3.273 billion pieces of eggs [3, p. 475].  

And here it was not without German 

thoroughness. For planned and organized robbery of 

agriculture again, a network of joint stock 

companies and their affiliates is created. By issuing 

bogus « of receipts » and «obligations», using brute 

force, they were incredibly squandering the property 

of the collective and state farms, renamed to 

community and community farms and saved by the 

occupiers, as the most convenient operation of the 

peasants [2, з. 221 – 222].   

Throughout the period of German Nazi 

occupation (1941 – 1943) in the villages of 

Poltava significant changes have taken place, 

which were the result of embodiment  into the life 

of the agrarian policy of the Nazis. Its main 

directions were determined in May 1941. Its 

essence was to preserve the existing Soviet 

collective-farm system: «Breakdown of 

agricultural production several million peasant 

households зробило would be utopian in 

Germany's efforts to establish its influence on the 

economy. Because of this we must fight with all 

our might against any attempt to dissolve large 

agricultural associations» [5, p. 58]. 

In the Khorolchina there were corn fields, 

beets, where the prisoners worked. Tell, that along 

this road there were crosses over the graves, made 

from sunflower stems. The whole crop, collected 

prisoners, the Nazis immediately rushed to the 

Khorol railway station, and from there to 

Germany. Spring 1942 in the villages of the 

Khorolsky district there are practically no food 

supplies left. S.S. Domnenko, local resident, 

recalled: « We lived on the outskirts, on the small 

village Podil, even before the winter of 1941, in 

November, fascists took everything from the 

house: harvested products, cloth, clothing, even 

firewood». At the same time the youth of the 

village began to be exported to Germany, among 

them O.T. Vakulenko, I.Z. Vatulia, A.M. 

Vashchenko, G.G. Karpov, M.K. Kostenko, V.L. 

Krizhka, G.M. Tymoshenko and many others, the 

fate of which is still unknown [6, p. 92].  

On September 9, 1941, the village of Pischane 

was captured by fascists. They have imposed a 

brutal regime of terror and violence here. But the 

population, as it could, resisted the invaders: 

refused to work for them, hiding cattle, products, 

Avoid sending hard labor to Germany. Fascists, 

took out all electrical equipment, taken away from 

the collective farmers 60 horses, 181 cows, 145 

goats, more than 50 pigs, etc. [1, p. 503].  

In November 1941 in the village. Sukhonivka of 

Chernukhin district, two peasants were executed for, 

that they did not go to work. Trying to get peasants 

to work, the occupation authority applied such a 

remedy, as hostage-taking. For example, in the 

spring of 1943 in all regions of Poltava region lists 

have been approved potential hostages from rural 

residents, who were to be arrested and executed in 

case of poor work of the villagers [3, p. 496]. For not 

leaving work punished with a stick or a fine of 1000 

rubles. There were massive cases, when the peasants 

were severely beaten for such violations, burned 

peasant houses, selected the plot, cattle and property, 

imprisoned or sent for forced labor to the camps and 

even shot. Example, in one of intelligence reports, 

which came to the Ukrainian headquarters partisan 

movement, it was reported: «Beats not only 

collective farmers, but also the village elder, 

especially executives «public utilities». There were 

cases, when through a threshing machine in winter 

frost and the sweeping Germans arrested all the 

foremen and collective farm leaders, beat them, and 

then released to continue work. If things did not 

improve, they would beat again» [4, p. 186].  So in 

Horishki and the villages of this village council they 

killed many village workers, collective farm 

activists. 295 boys and girls were forcibly taken 

away for hard labor to Germany. Though, that in the 

villages Almost the same women, children and old 
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people remained, the invaders and forced them to 

work hard at various jobs, especially on soil track 

repair [1, p. 439]  

During occupation they continued to work and 

MTS, what the Germans called state machine-tractor 

bases. Of the 77 MTS that existed in the area on the 

eve of the Soviet-German war, until December 1, 

1942 p. work resumed 72. In the middle of the 

summer they were, comparing to the pre-war time, 60 

percent of tractors, 80 combines, 90 locomotives and 

95 threshers, but most of the equipment lacked parts. 

The shortage of equipment was partially offset by 

supplies from Germany, who was interested in 

getting as much bread from Ukraine as possible. 

During the summer of 1942 to the MTS area through 

regional agricultural supply has arrived 35 gauge, 45 

magneto, 3660 spark plugs, 1150 different gaskets, 

480 drills, 1140 bearings and more. In 1943, the 

Hradizh MTS received 11 tractors, the 

Mikhailivskaya Tractor Plant – 12 diesel tractors, 

more than 100 double-hulled plows, as well as disc 

harrows, mowers, reapers and more. Hadyatsky 

Habitat during April-June of the same year 6 tractors, 

5 gas generator sets for tractors, 35 reapers, 25 hay 

mowers, 439 double-hulled plows and 45 tons of 

other iron products; Karlovsky District – 18 tractors, 

220 plows, 4 hand-mowers, etc. [5, p. 68 – 69]. 

During the occupation in Omelnik fascists 

plundered collective farm property, was selected from 

the collective farmers 177 cows and other cattle. The 

invaders were forcibly taken out for hard labor in 

Germany 89 people. Mostly young [1, p. 494].  

The Germans made partial concessions to the 

Ukrainian peasantry did not attract, but, his 

sympathy for the invaders. The Bolshevik regime 

for twenty years of its existence failed to destroy 

the peasant’s private ownership aspirations, who 

were still hoping for a return in the face of hostile 

occupation of land in private property. Based on 

this, the German authorities continued to apply to 

the peasants tried method of whip and 

gingerbread. Continuing the merciless exploitation 

of the peasantry, at the same time, it gave them 

hope for a possible change of ownership in the 

foreseeable future and the withdrawal of collective 

farmers from public yards and their allotment of 

land. The order in this regard A. Rosenberg said 

that in those farms, «where business is needed and 

technical background, the land may be allocated 

to single land use», but about the timing and form 

of its transition  was decided by the German 

authorities on the ground. From June 1943 E. 

Koch issued a declaration for Ukrainian peasants 

on land ownership. Land that was handed over by 

the occupying authorities to the peasants, 

henceforth recognized as their private property. 

Everyone was entitled to own the land, who could 

handle it on their own: collective farmers who 

worked in public yards and agricultural unions, as 

well as those, who was temporarily absent in 

Ukraine: «ostarbeiters», prisoners of war, 

evacuees, repressed Ukrainians who were in 

Soviet concentration camps, etc. 

A new land system was needed and new land 

management. In this regard, the Reich 

Commissariat and the Commissariat General Land 

surveying councils were established, which 

consisted of German officials, and in the case of 

the Habitat Commission – land management 

institutions, which included Ukrainians-earth 

surveyors totaling about 2 thousand people. On 

special courses, which were opened in 

Dnepropetrovsk, Kiev and Zhytomyr, the 

occupiers were trained 350 land surveyors. During 

1943 they had time to survey the lands of the 1321 

Bakery Union, which was only close 8 percent of 

all public utilities in Ukraine. Land anchorage 

privately owned land was to be held at the same 

time as land management. The invaders did not 

have time to realize their plans, because in 

September 1943 Poltava was already liberated by 

Soviet troops and the peasants returned to the 

usual Stalin collective-farm system. 

Conclusions  So, for years of intense  

«management» German occupiers in the form of 

exploitation local population and maximizing 

agricultural resources led to the complete 

destruction of the national economy of the regions, 

who were part of the military zone of Ukraine. 
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Мелешко Я.  

СЕЛЬСКОЕ ХОЗЯЙСТВО ПОЛТАВЩИНЫ ВО ВРЕМЯ НЕМЕЦКОЙ ОККУПАЦИИ 

На основе архивных документов и материалов, периодической печати охарактеризован продовольственную 

политику нацистских оккупантов в Украине в годы Второй мировой войны. Доказано, что нацистские 

оккупационные органы в экономической сфере имели региональные особенности, в зависимости от зоны оккупации. 

Раскрыта их деятельность, направлена на планомерное и организованное изъятия сельскохозяйственной 

продукции. Освещены планы и методы немецких захватчиков преобразования украинских территорий на составные 

части Германии. Проанализированы нормативно-правовые основы деятельности органов оккупационной власти на 

Полтавщине. Показана специфика использования «человеческого ресурса». 

Ключевые слова: Вторая мировая война, нацистская оккупация, продовольственная политика, сельское хозяйство, 

нацистская пропаганда, Полтавщина. 
 

Meleshko Y.  

AGRICULTURE OF THE POLTAVA REGION THE GERMAN OCCUPATION 

Based on archival documents and materials, periodicals feature food policy of Nazi occupiers in Ukraine during the Second 

World War. It has been investigated that Nazi occupation bodies in the economic sphere had regional features depending on 

the occupation area. Their activity is disclosed, which aimed at systematic and organized withdrawal of agricultural products. 

Illuminated plans and methods of German invaders, transformation of Ukrainian territories into parts of Germany.  Analyzed 

normative-legal principles of activity of the authorities of occupation power in Poltava region. The specificity of using 

«human resource» is shown. 

Keywords: World War II, Nazi occupation, food policy, agriculture, Nazi propaganda, Poltava region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


